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December 01, 2025
Dear SCDSB Community,

As we enter this sacred season of Advent, we extend our warmest greetings to all our students,
families, staff, and parish partners across the Sudbury Catholic District School Board. Advent is a
precious time in our Church—a season of waiting, preparing, and opening our hearts to welcome the
Lord.

Each week of Advent invites us to focus on a particular spiritual theme, symbolized by the candles
we light on the Advent wreath. These candles guide us on our journey toward Christmas, helping us
reflect on the profound gift of Christ’'s coming.

The First Week of Advent — Hope

We begin with the Candle of Hope, reminding us that Christ’s light shines even in moments of
uncertainty. Hope encourages us to trust in God’s promise and to walk with confidence, knowing He
is with us. In our Sudbury Catholic community, hope is seen in the compassion we show one
another, the perseverance of our students, and the unwavering commitment of our educators and
families.

The Second Week of Advent — Peace

In the second week, we reflect on Peace—the peace that Christ brings to our hearts and to our
world. This season calls us to be instruments of peace within our schools, our families, and our
community. May we seek reconciliation, foster understanding, and create calm spaces where all feel
welcomed and valued.

The Third Week of Advent — Joy

The third candle, often called the Candle of Joy, is rose-coloured to signify the lifting of our spirits
as Christmas draws near. Joy is found in simple moments: the laughter of children, acts of
generosity, and the sense of community we create together. This week reminds us that joy is a gift
we are called to share generously.

The Fourth Week of Advent — Love

The final week of Advent centres on Love, the greatest of all Christ’s gifts. God’s love became
visible in the birth of Jesus, and we are called to reflect that love in our words and actions. As a
Catholic school board rooted in Gospel values, we strive to let love guide our decisions, our
relationships, and our service to others.

As we journey through these four weeks of Advent, may the light of each candle inspire us to
prepare our hearts more deeply for the coming of Jesus. Let us embrace this season with gratitude,
reflection, and renewed faith.
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We pray that this Advent brings peace to your homes, joy to your hearts, and hope to our entire
Sudbury Catholic community. May we walk together in love as we prepare to welcome our Saviour
at Christmas.

TOGETHER WE LEAD.

Yours in Catholic Education,

enl Shs—

Morris Hucal Michael Bellmore
Director of Education Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
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